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In September 2000 the first issue of this 
Newsletter was launched. Today the issue No. 
10 is being distributed to subscribers all over 
the world and we are proud of seeing 
consolidated this project of dissemination of 
research and best practices on Cultural 
Heritage. 
 
This newsletter was edited in the framework 
of “COALITION”, a Concerted Action of the 
European Commission (EC) that started on 
April 1st, 2000. The objectives of this project 
were (Saiz-Jimenez 2000): 
 
1. To identify, introduce and enhance the use 
of molecular biology and biotechnology 
techniques of interest for the 
conservation/restoration of Cultural Heritage; 
 
2. To obtain information on the type of 
microorganisms colonizing different and 
representative materials, by generating an 
inventory of the microorganisms associated 
with the damages of Cultural Heritage, and 
 
3. To disseminate the advantages of using 
molecular techniques for diagnostic purposes 
to end users. 
 
In order to reach these objectives several 
initiatives were carried out, such as setting up 
a web site, organizing two international 
workshops (March 2001 and July 2002); 
organizing of an advanced course for young 
researchers and professionals in November 
2002, publishing the proceedings of an 
International Congress on Molecular Biology 
and Cultural Heritage and launching this 
newsletter, as a mode of communication 
within the project. 
 
The EC funded project lasted three years 
although COALITION has continued. At that 
moment the number of subscribers reached 
700 including people in North and South 
America, Asia, Australia, Northern Africa and 
most European countries. During its first three 
years of activity, a total of 31 papers were 
published in six (two of them double) issues, 
covering topics as databases of 
microorganisms related to deterioration of 
Cultural Heritage, molecular techniques 
applied to conservation/restoration of Cultural 
Heritage, or biological problems associated to 
cultural assets. 
 
 
 An important step for the continuity of this 
newsletter was the sponsorship of CSIC 
Thematic Network on Cultural Heritage after 
COALITION project concluded. This network 
was launched in October 2001 to coordinate 
the efforts of several CSIC research groups 
working on Cultural Heritage. Five research 
activity areas, with the common interest on 
Cultural Heritage, are included in the network: 
Archaeological and Architectonical Heritage; 
Biology; Physics; Geology and Materials 
Science (Saiz-Jimenez 2004). From that 
change of sponsorship, the newsletter is the 
medium for disseminating CSIC Thematic 
Network activities and intends to be an 
international forum for scientists, 
conservators, restorers and students, fostering 
interdisciplinary communication.  
 
We intend that this international newsletter 
could keep on being a place for rendezvous 
between all knowledge concerning Cultural 
Heritage and people involved in it.  
 
In order to make easier the accession to the 
contents of these first ten issues, we have 
prepared an index of the papers already 
published that will be distributed jointly with 
issue 10 of the Newsletter (Figure 1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1. Cover of Index 
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